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BOMEMAKERS 1  CHAT  Thursday,  May  18,  1939 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "WHAT  TRAFFIC  SURVEYS  SHOW."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Public 
Roads,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Every  woman  who  drives  a  car  or  rides  in  one  may  "be  expected  to  have 
considerable  interest  in  the  roads  she  rolls  over.     Many  of  us  homemakers  are 
intensely  map-minded.    We're  alert  to  safety  measures  and  danger  spots,  and  eager 
to  see  highway  improvements  where  they  are  needed.     We  particularly  dislike  driv- 
ing in  congested  city  traffic.     Few,  if  any  of  us,  are  so  situated  that  we  can  do 
much  about  highway  problems;  but  we  like  to  know  what's  being  done  about  them. 

Today's  news  letter  from  Washington  brings  some  of  the  highlights  from  a 
special  report  to  Congress  made  by  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  on  April  27th.     About  a  year  ago,  Congress  asked  this 
bureau  to  investigate  the  feasibility  of  building  a  system  of  toll  superhighways 
crossing  the  United  States.     It  was  thought  that  three  such  highways  running  from 
east  to  west,  and  three  from  north  to  south,  would  expedite  transcontinental 
travel  and  meet  the  needs  of  large  numbers  of  people. 

To  get  the  facts  needed  for  this  report,   the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  assem- 
bled information  from  highway  planning  surveys  it  has  been  conducting  in  coopera- 
tion with  U6  States.    For  the  first  time  maps  showing  the  flow  of  traffic  on  all 
sain  highways  were  prepared.     Six  routes  for  the  proposed  toll  highways  were 
selected  so  as  to  best  serve  traffic  as  indicated  by  the  traffic  map.    At  the 
same  time  a  hurry  call  went  out  to  the  bureau  field  engineers  who,  with  the 
distance  of  State  highway  departments,  prepared  detailed  maps  cf  the  routes  and 
5sgan  work  on  estimates  of  cost.     In  Washington,  extensive  studies  were  made  of 
toe  characteristics  of  traffic  on  each  highway  to  determine  what  portion  might 
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be  attracted  to  a  toll  system.    And  the  facts  that  emerged  from  these  studies 
were  not  at  all  what  many  expected. 

In  the  first  place,  long  distance  travel  constitutes  only  a  small  fraction 
of  the  total  travel.     That  goes  for  all  highways — near  cities  and  in  rural 
sections.     There  is  much  less  coast-to-coast  motoring  than  people  have  supposed — 
from  1  to  10  percent  of  the  total  traffic  at  key  points,  depending  on  where  the 
count  was  taken.     The  volume  of  north- south  travel  is  greater,  especially  in  the 
more  densely  populated  east,  hut  nevertheless  it  was  found  that  ahout  90  percent 
of  all  the  traffic  on  main  highways  near  the  entrances  to  large  cities  consists 
of  cars  just  going  into  or  out  of  the  cities  themselves.    A  large  proportion  of 
the  motorists  were  not  driving  more  than  five  miles  away  from  the  city  limits. 
Travel  from  30  to  100  miles  made  up  most  of  the  longer  trips. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  Mr.  Thomas  H.  MacDonald,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Public  Roads,  reported  to  Congress  that  while  a  system  of  six  trans- continental 
roads  was  entirely  feasible  from  a  physical  standpoint,   such  a  system  would  not 
pay  its  way  by  half  through  tolls,  because  there  would  not  be  enough  motorists 
using  the  roads.     In  fact,  vehicles  traveling  short  distances  would  not  use  the 
toll  roads  at  all. 

To  quote  figures,   the  estimated  annual  cost  of  constructing,  maintaining, 
and  operating  the  suggested  system  of  toll  highways  would  probably  be  over  IZk 
million  dollars.     The  most  optimistic  estimate  of  the  yearly  revenue  from  tolls 
would  be  about  72  million  dollars  —  less  than  half  the  cost.     And  less  than  2 
percent  of  the  travel  would  be  on  these  highways. 

So  a  superhighway  system  is  not  considered  the  best  way  of  meeting  our 
urgent  highway  needs  just  now.     Instead,   the  report  proposes  other  steps.  First, 
express  highways  through  cities,  cut  directly  into  and  through  their  centers. 
These  are  needed  by  through  traffic  entering  from  rural  highways  and  for  the  daily 
in-and-out  movement  of  l«cal  traffic.    By  preference  such  express  highways 
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dhould  be  constructed  as  attractively  landscaped  depressed  thoroughfares  passing 
under  all  cross  streets. 

Then,  "belt-line  distribution  routes  around  cities,  and  "bypasses  around 
small  towns,  are  indicated.     For  maximum  effectiveness  both  the  bypass  and  dis- 
tribution highways  must  be  free  of  cross  traffic,  parked  vehicles  and  other 
encroachments  to  prevent  their  becoming  ordinary  local  streets. 

Outside  of  city  limits  on  the  main  highways,  the  report  shows  there  is 
need  of  modernization  of  existing  roads.     Curves  could  be  taken  out,  grades 
reduced,  and  sight  distances  extended  for  greater  safety.     Near  cities  more 
H-lane  divided  highways  are  needed.     These      changes        involve  mostly  improve- 
ments in  existing  roads  to  serve  inter-city  traffic. 

Finally,  it  is  proposed  to  create  a  national  system  of  interregional 
highways,  approximately  27,000  miles  in  extent,  by  modernizing  and  improving 
existing  routes  of  travel  and  building  new  roads  where  necessary  to  provide  more 
direct  travel.     The  roads  included  in  this  plan  would  be  carefully  selected  with 
the  cooperation  of  State  highway  departments  and  the  War  Department. 
The  bureau  also  recommends  improvement  of  carefully  selected  secondary  and  feeder 
roads  to  give  direct  service  to  a  larger  number  of  rural  dwellers.     The  choice  of 
these  roads  would  be  in  conformity  with  the  general  program  of  better  land  use. 

The  bureau  also  suggests  a  way  to  lessen  the  delays  and  high  cost  that 
&ow  occur  in  acquiring  right-of-way  for  highways.     It  indicates  that  some  of  the 
blighted"  areas  in  cities,  where  slum  clearance  has  been  started,  might  well  be 
aiade  ir.to  paths  for  new  express  highways. 

The  report  outlines  in  detail  a  master  plan  concurred  in  by  the  War 
Department  and  transmitted  to  Congress  by  the  President.     If  put  into  effect  by 
legislative  action  this  plan  will  make  a  great  improvement  in  our  highway  system. 
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